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right side appear the coin’s denomination ‘10" and
currency ‘EURQ’, one above the other. Below them
are the mint mark of the Kremnica Mint (Mincov-
na Kremnica), consisting of the letters ‘MK’ pla-
ced between two dies, and the stylised letters ‘TL),
referring to the obverse designer Tomas Lamac.

Reverse

The reverse shows a portrait of Cardinal Korec. On
the left side are the stylised letters ‘PV’, referring to
the reverse designer Peter Valach. Inscribed along
the edge from the upper left to the centre right are
the name ‘JAN CHRYZOSTOM KOREC’ and, after
amedial dot, the dates of his birth and death 1924-
2015’. A semicircular line separates the inscription
and portrait.
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limited to a maximum of 15,000
coins in either brilliant uncirculated
or proof quality

Tomas Lamac (obverse)
Peter Valach (reverse)
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Jan Chryzostom Cardinal Korec (22 January 1924
- 24 October 2015) was born in BoSany, a village
in western Slovakia. He attended primary school
there and secondary school in nearby Chynora-
ny. In 1939 he entered the Jesuit Order in RuZom-
berok. After graduating from the gymnasium
at Klastor pod Znievom, which he attended as
an external student, Korec studied at the Philo-
sophical Institute of the Society of Jesus in Brno.
From there he went to Trnava, where he studied
theology and assisted at the editorial office of the
religious magazine Posol (Messenger).

Following the suppression of religious orders
under the communist regime in Czechoslovakia,
he was interned in Jasov, Podolinec, and Pezinok,
before being forced to return to secular life. In
1950 he was ordained a priest in secret in Roz-
nava. After the imprisonment and internment

of almost all the official bishops, he was secretly
consecrated as a bishop at the age of just 27. Un-
abletopublicly exercise his episcopal ministry, he
worked in manual occupations while serving as
aleader of the underground Church

Korec at a liturgical celebration at St Gorazd's Church on
Nitra's Kloko¢ina housing estate

Korec being presented with his episcopal insignia by Pope
Paul VI during a private audience on 8 July 1969

In May 1960 he was sentenced to 12 years in
prison as a traitor for his religious activities
among students. Released in 1968, he was in poor
health but nevertheless became involved in an
enthusiastic revival of religious life. On 8 July
1969 Pope Paul VI received Bishop Korec in a pri-
vate audience and, to the surprise of many, pre-
sented himwith hisepiscopalinsignia.Onreturn-
ing to his homeland, however, Korec was barred
by the authorities from performing his pastoral
duties, so he continued to work manually.

Despite such circumstances, Korec persevered
in his apostolic work in various ways, engaging
extensively with young people and maintaining
a prolific literary output in which he demon-
strated his qualities as a theologian, philosopher,
historian, ethicist and sociologist. Of particular
note is his three-volume work From the Barbar-
ic Night, which describes the persecution of the
Church in Slovakia during the communist era
and has been translated into Polish, German, Ita-
lian, English and French.

The Velvet Revolution that transformed the so-
cial system in Czechoslovakia also had a major
impact on the life of Korec. In January 1990 he
became rector of the Seminary of Saints Cyril and
Methodius in Bratislava. The following month he
was appointed Bishop of Nitra by Pope John Paul
II, with his installation taking place on 22 Febru-
ary 1990. The next year Korec was elevated to the
cardinalate, as one of 22 cardinals created by the
Pope at a consistory held on 28 June 1991.

In recognition of his writings, personal courage,
and unwavering defence of human dignity, free-
dom, and the Slovak nation’s identity and Chris-
tian foundations and traditions, Korec received
several honorary doctorates, including three
from US universities and one in 1998 from Con-
stantine the Philosopher University in Nitra. In
1993 he was awarded France’s Legion of Honour.

Hedied in Nitra and is buried in the city at St Em-
meram’s Cathedral.

Korec during a celebration of the feast of Saints Cyril
and Methodius at Nitra Castle



